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Jesus’ submission to unjust authority 
empowers us to follow in His steps.



I PETER 2:18 ESV
Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, 
not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust.

WHO?

WHAT?

HOW?

WHY?



Household servants; household slaves; bondservants

WHO?

WHAT?

HOW?

WHY?



CITIZENSHIP (EARTHLY/SPIRITUAL)

ETHNICITY (JEW/GENTILE)

SOCIOECONOMIC DEMOGRAPHIC (SLAVE/FREE)

FAMILY (HUSBAND/WIFE)

IMAGE OF GOD

IN CHRIST

ELECT EXILE



“The direct transformation of society’s structures, even those that are 
patently unjust, does not seem to be the goal of the NT writers. Rather, 
it is the transformation of the believer regardless of one’s situation that 
is the primary concern…Peter is not optimistic about reforming the 
world. In fact, he assumes that injustice will reign until the Lord’s return 
and that to bear up under unjust suffering without sinning is in fact the 
calling of every believer regardless of social status.” 

Karen Jobes – Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (I Peter) p. 190-191



I PETER 2:18 ESV
Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, 
not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust.

WHO?

WHAT?

HOW?

WHY?



I PETER 2:19-25 ESV

For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering 
unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if 
when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of 
God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither 
was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when 
he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges 
justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live 
to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like 
sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.



I PETER 2:18-21 ESV
Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not 
only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this 
is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures 
sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, 
when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when 
you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious 
thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been 
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps.

WHO?

WHAT?

HOW?

WHY?



I PETER 2:22-25 ESV
He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his 
mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; 
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 
entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 
healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

WHO?

WHAT?

HOW?

WHY?



EPHESIANS 6:5-9

COLOSSIANS 3:22-4:1

I TIMOTHY 6:1-2

TITUS 2:9-10

WHO?

WHAT?

HOW?

WHY?



I PETER 2:19-21 ESV
For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one 
endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is 
it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if 
when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a 
gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have 
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.

WHO?

WHAT?

HOW?

WHY?



I PETER 2:22-25 ESV

He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his 
mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; 
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 
entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to 
sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 
healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

WHO?

WHAT?

HOW?

WHY?



2 Timothy 3:12 ESV
Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted…



Submit to God
Submit for good
Submit to follow
Submit in silence
Submit in faith
Submit to grow

SUMMARY



Jesus’ submission to unjust authority 
empowers us to follow in His steps.






